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DECLARED PEST — CITRUS CANKER 

Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.02 am]: I have great news today for 
citrus growers in the north, with Western Australia officially declared free of citrus canker. Citrus canker was first 
detected in May 2018 in imported citrus plants at two retail businesses at Kununurra and at one premises in 
Wyndham. The plants originated from the Northern Territory. Citrus canker is a highly damaging and contagious 
plant disease that affects all citrus species, and could have posed a major threat to WA’s $30 million citrus 
industries if the disease had spread. The state government led the response and surveillance operation to protect 
our citrus industries and to provide evidence to prove freedom from the disease. Department of Primary Industries 
and Regional Development staff visited more than 13 000 properties across northern WA and removed 1 520 citrus 
plants. The joint effort of the state government; Kununurra, Wyndham and surrounding northern communities; 
contractors; and the citrus industry to tackle this disease was the key to achieving this result for WA. As of 
tomorrow, quarantine restrictions on Wyndham and Kununurra will be lifted, allowing citrus plants and fruit to 
again move freely around the state. Restrictions remain in place for imports of citrus plants and material from 
the Northern Territory as it works towards area freedom. To achieve this result in such a relatively short time frame 
is a fantastic effort by everyone involved and I congratulate the DPIRD biosecurity team for its efforts. We also 
thank residents, contractors and businesses in the north for their cooperation and understanding; biosecurity is 
a shared effort, and this is a prime example of a successful operation. 
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